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1 . THE FOREIGN OFFICE INFORMALLY TOLD US TODAY THAT 
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TOLD THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN 
OTTAWA THAT CANADA BELIEVES THAT THE MAY 16 MEETING 
IN PARIS SHOULD BE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER THE CONCLUSION 
OF CIEC IN JUNE IN ORDER TO AVOID COMPLICATING THE 
CIEC NEGOTIATIONS THROUGH A LEAK FROM THE MAY MEETING 
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ON AID TO PORTUGAL. THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS GIVEN THE 
CANADIANS NO REACTION BUT HAS REQUESTED THAT WE INFORM 
IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IF THE UNITED STATES IN FACT 
INTENDS TO POSTPONE THE MAY 16 MEETING. 

2. WHILE THE FOREIGN OFFICE IS NOT YET IN A POSITION 
TO GIVE US AN OFFICIAL RESPONSE, WE ARE TOLD INFORMALLY 
THAT THE FRG DOES INTEND TO ATTEND THE MAY 16 MEETING 
AND DOES NOT SHARE THE CANADIAN DESIRE TO POSTPONE 
THE MEETING. TENTATIVELY THE GERMANS PLAN TO SEND 
FINANCE MINISTRY ASSISTANT SECRETARY WEBER AND 
FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICE DIRECTOR VON STEIN TO THE PARIS 
MEETING. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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